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ALEXA WELCH EDLUND/TIMES-DISPATCH

Rep. Abigail Spanberger, D-7th, 
declared victory in her bid for a second 
term on Wednesday.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Workers prepared mail-in ballots for counting Wednesday at the convention center in Lancaster, Pa., following Tuesday’s election. 

ELECTION
COVERAGE 

Spanberger 
wins against 
Freitas in 
7th District
Citing outstanding votes, 
GOP challenger says he’ll 
wait until Friday to speak

McEachin wins

GoP challenger 
benjamin refuses  
to concede. Page A2

Richmond council

races in three of 
nine districts remain 
contested. Page A4

School Board

6th district contest 
remains three-way 
race. Page A4

Postal Service

Nearly 7% of ballots 
weren’t processed 
on time. Page A10

Pivotal states 

Georgia, Nevada, 
N.C., Pennsylvania  
are in play. Page A15

BY MEL LEONOR 

richmond Times-dispatch

Political redistricting ahead of Vir-
ginia’s 2021 elections will kick off 
soon under a transformed process, 
which voters approved this week 
through a constitutional amendment 
meant to curb gerrymandering.

Virginians overwhelmingly backed 
the amendment, which is poised to 
end the legislature’s sweeping control 
over legislative and congressional dis-
tricts. It will shift map-drawing duties 
to a 16-member bipartisan commis-
sion of lawmakers and citizens and, 
if they deadlock, to the right-leaning 
Virginia Supreme Court.

Va. redistricting 
process will start 
under new law to 
cut partisanship

BOB BROWN/TIMES-DISPATCH

Richmond Mayor Levar Stoney smiled 
Wednesday when asked about the 
possibility of his re-election to the job. 

Mayor wins by taking 
6 Richmond districts

BY MARK ROBINSON

richmond Times-dispatch

Incumbent Levar 
Stoney claimed an out-
right victory in Rich-
mond’s mayoral race, 
securing four more years 
in the top post at City Hall.

With about 105,000 
votes counted, the returns 
show Stoney won six of 
the city’s nine voter dis-
tricts, according to un-
official results released 
Wednesday evening. The 
win means Stoney will 
avoid a runoff with one of 
his challengers.

“It’s been a long, chal-
lenging year. ... To get 
another four years to com-
plete the work, as I’ve 

stated in the past, it’s the 
greatest honor of my life,” 
Stoney said in his first 
public remarks since polls 
closed Tuesday night.

The comments came 
at his weekly COVID-
19 briefing at City Hall, 
where he was back at work 
Wednesday. The Rich-
mond General Registrar’s 
Office had not yet publicly 
released its unofficial tally 

He gets 38% of vote 
citywide; Rodgers 
does not concede

Biden edges closer to 
winning White House

BY JONATHAN LEMIRE, ZEKE MILLER, 

JILL COLVIN AND ALEXANDRA JAFFE

The associated Press

WASHINGTON — Joe Biden 
won the battleground prizes 
of Michigan and Wisconsin 
on Wednesday, reclaiming 
a key part of the “blue wall” 
that slipped away from Demo-
crats four years ago and dra-
matically narrowing President 
Donald Trump’s pathway to 
re-election.

A full day after Election Day, 
neither candidate had cleared 
the 270 Electoral College 
votes needed to win the White 

House. But Biden’s victories in 
the Great Lakes states left him 
at 264, meaning he was one 
battleground state away from 
crossing the threshold and be-
coming president-elect. Trump 
has 214.

Biden, who has received 
more than 71 million votes, the 
most in history, was joined by 
running mate Kamala Harris at 
an afternoon news conference 
and said he now expected to 
win the presidency, though he 
stopped short of outright de-
claring victory.

“I will govern as an American 

Democrat lands Mich., Wis.; Trump still has path

THE BATTLE FOR 270 ELECTORAL VOTES 

Note to readers
With an unprecedented 
amount of mail-in and absen-
tee voting this year, we do not 
yet have complete precinct-by-
precinct data from the virginia 
department of elections. We 
use that data to build charts 
that typically run in the days 
after the election. We expect 
to be able to run those charts 
saturday, after the cutoff of 
noon Friday for localities to re-
ceive mail-in ballots that were 
postmarked by Tuesday.
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BY MICHAEL MARTZ

richmond Times-dispatch

Early voting in Henrico and Spot-
sylvania counties carried Rep. Abi-
gail Spanberger, D-7th, to victory on 
Wednesday night in a hard-fought 
battle with Del. Nick Freitas, R-
Culpeper, in the 7th Congressional 
District.

Spanberger, defending the seat she 
first won two years ago, declared vic-
tory after picking up an additional 
4,100 early votes that had not been 
reported in Henrico and 2,300 votes 
in Spotsylvania. Absentee votes in 
the two counties — cast in person 
or through the mail — gave her a 
5,100-vote victory margin, or slightly 
more than 1 percentage point, after 
she trailed by about 1,300 votes on 
Wednesday afternoon.

“Tonight, the Seventh District af-
firmed its commitment to leadership 
in Congress that puts Central Virginia 
first, works for everyone, and focuses 
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